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because some by being so had entertained angels,
so it would make us be shy, and afraid of strangers,
for that we should be always afraid we might receive
the Devil into our houses, and especially into our
friendship and familiarity. And hence I believe
came the foolish empty notion, though such as it is
impossible to root out of the fancies of men, viz.,
that the Devil cannot appear without his cloven
foot; of which I shall say nothing here, but that it
is a thing so ridiculous as to merit no notice, either
now or at any other time.

Though there may be many things said for this
opinion, and particularly to that part which relates
to the safety of mankind, in case of the several dis-
guises that the Devil may appear in, yet I cannot
exclude the Devil from the privilege of putting on
our clothes sometimes, and that too perhaps oftener
than we may think he does; and that he appears
in such a shape too, oftener than we may believe he
does. As to the clanger of it, I may speak of that
by itself.

I have taken it for granted in my last chapter,
that in the first acquaintance between mankind and
the evil spirit, after the deluge, Satan was the
aggressor; that he made his application to them
first, made his proposals of assistance and help, in
the cases wherein he knew they wanted his cor-
respondence; and I shall add, that he perhaps
raised difficult perplexed cases in the world, on
purpose to prepare the way for his rendering him-
self useful.

We are come now to the manner, I mean how
and in what way the cunning manager made his
first address to mankind. It is true, we are some-
thing deficient in the history of this first transaction,
because we do not yet know, nor can easily find
out, who was his first correspondent in the world;
but if you will take what has been, by what is, and